
PROCUREMENT BOARD

28 November 2018

Meeting commenced: 10:00 a.m.
Meeting ended: 10:49 a.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Bill Hinds (in the chair) and Merry

IN ATTENDANCE: Sheila Arnott Alternative Education Lead
Karen Hamer Service Manager – Services to Young People
Stephen Hands Principal Engineer - Infrastructure
Chris Hesketh Head of Financial Management
David Horsler Urban Vision
Elaine Johnston Jones Social Work Development Officer
Paul Nugent Strategic Procurement Manager
Cathy Starbuck Assistant Director - Education, Work and Skills
Paul Walsh Head of Integrated Commissioning 
Carol Eddleston Senior Democratic Services Advisor

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of the City Mayor Paul Dennett and 
Councillor Boshell.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 November 2018 were approved as a correct 
record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

ITEMS FOR DECISION – PART 1

5. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – EXTENSION OF CONTRACT – COHORT 6 OF THE 
STEP UP TO SOCIAL WORK PROGRAMME

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director – People requesting 
approval to extend the current contract with the University of Salford for the provision of 
academic teaching to 28 students on Cohort 6 of the Step Up to Social Work 
Programme. The programme was fully funded by the Department for Education.

Five students from Cohort 5 were currently on placement with the council until March 
2019 and would be likely to apply for permanent positions with us following graduation. 
The quality of the teaching provision meant that the graduates were ready to ‘hit the 
ground running’.



RESOLVED, THAT: The contract with Salford University, for the provision of academic 
teaching to 28 students on Cohort 6 of the Step Up to Social Work Programme, be 
extended from 01 July 2019 to 31 March 2021 at a total cost of £226,800.

6. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BLOOM STREET AND 
WILLIAM STREET PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place seeking approval to 
implement the Bloom Street & William Street public realm improvements. The project 
included improved walking and cycling facilities including an upgraded ‘Toucan’ crossing 
facility across Trinity Way, enhancements to the public realm including tree planting and 
sustainable urban drainage systems, and carriageway and footway resurfacing.

The Board commented on the high value of the proposed works on what was a relatively 
small section of road and was informed that negotiations on the costings had been taking 
place for a number of months. It had become clear in the course of the tender process 
that the market was saturated and officers believed that the proposed approach offered 
the best possible value in the current market conditions. 

RESOLVED, THAT: Approval be granted for the implementation of the Bloom Street and 
William Street Public Realm Improvements at a total cost of £567.676.57 as follows:
- £2,726,65 for utility works required to implement the scheme;
- £29,564.28 to Transport for Greater Manchester Urban Traffic Control for the 

installation of traffic signals on the A6042 Trinity Way;
- £30,761.09 to Urban Vision Professional Services for Supervision, Road Safety 

Audits and CDM duties, and
- £504,624.55 to Urban Vision Highway Services for the improvement works.

7. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – PILOTING THE BULK PURCHASING OF FULL-TIME 
EQUIVALENT ALTERNATIVE PROVISION PLACEMENTS FOR PUPILS IN KS3 AND 
KS4

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director People seeking approval to 
award a number of contracts for alternative education provision placements and seeking 
an exception to Contractual Standing Orders to allow the spot-purchase of additional 
placements for pupils referred onto the pilot mid-year and the creation of five 
construction placements.

It was explained that the actual cost of placements varied according to the complexity of 
the needs of each pupil but, as part of the pilot, full-time equivalent placements were 
charged at a standard rate of £10,000 per pupil, 90% payable by the school and 10% by 
the council. It was explained that, should the cost of an individual placement exceed 
£10,000, it would be made clear that the excess would need to be covered by the school, 
SEN or the virtual school team.

RESOLVED, THAT:

1) An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be approved to allow the use of 
£102,534 to spot purchase additional placements for pupils referred onto the pilot 
mid-year in order to support the highly personalised and bespoke nature of the 
provision needed for learners;



2) An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be approved to allow a contract to be 
awarded to City West Housing, for the provision of five one-day per week 
construction placements, at a cost of £9000, and

3) The following contracts be awarded for an eight month period:

CONTRACT PROVIDER VALUE
Full time provision The Clifton Centre/Salford Open Learning £42,500

Part time provision – 
Physical Activity / Wellbeing

The Sports School Partnership £99,998

Part time provision – 
Sports Coaching / Life Skills

SMS Coaching £99.998

Part time provision – 
Hair & Beauty

SMS Coaching £42,200

Part time provision – 
Animal Care

Carrington Riding Centre £4,760

8. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – EXCEPTION TO CONTRACTUAL STANDING ORDERS 
– AWARD OF CONTRACT – FIRE ALARMS AND EMERGENCY LIGHTING – 
INSPECTION AND LIGHTING

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place seeking an exception 
to Contractual Standing Orders to allow a contract to be awarded for the inspection and 
maintenance of fire alarms and emergency lighting.

It was confirmed that the current contract had expired but the contractor had agreed to 
maintain the current pricing structure until 31 March 2019 which therefore provided better 
value than attempting to procure a short-term contract at this stage. Officers were 
confident that there would be sufficient time to re-procure in time for 1 April.

RESOLVED, THAT: 
1) An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be approved in accordance with 

paragraph 3.1 for the following reasons: value for money and the need for the goods, 
services or works was so urgent that the time needed to comply with the rules would 
be prejudicial to the council’s interests, and

2) A six months contract be awarded to Churches Fire Security Ltd, for the inspection 
and maintenance of fire alarms and emergency lighting, at a total cost of £22,000.

ITEMS FOR DECISION - PART 2

9. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED: THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds 
that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in the paragraphs 
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.



10. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – EXCEPTION TO CONTRACTUAL STANDING ORDERS 
– AWARD OF CONTRACT – MULTI-DISCIPLINARY DESIGN TEAM CONSULTANTS 
FOR THE PROPOSED INTERMEDIATE CARE UNIT 

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director People seeking an 
exception to Contractual Standing Orders to allow a contract to be awarded to appoint 
multi-disciplinary design team consultants to take forward design proposals for the 
proposed intermediate care unit that would lead to a planning application for an 
intermediate care unit on Stott lane.

RESOLVED, THAT:
1) An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be approved in accordance with 

paragraph 3.1 for the following reasons: the need for the goods, services or works is 
so urgent that the time needed to comply with the rules would be prejudicial to the 
council’s interests, and the council can demonstrate that an integrated or strategic 
approach to procurement is being implemented and there is a requirement to align 
services or contracts to co-terminus end dates, and

2) That approval be granted for Salford Royal Foundation Trust to appoint Day 
Architects via the NHS Shared Business Services Construction Consultancy 
Framework Agreement.


